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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Students· work nets grant for school autism program 
Grand Valley students have helped Jenison Public Schools obtain grant 
funds to establish a lending library for parents of children with autism. 
Students in Penney Nichols-Whitehead 's Life Span Development class 
put their skills to use in community service projects of their choice. 
After identifying an organization in need, the students worked to iden-
tify sources of possible funding and wrote a grant. 
"They work collaboratively as a group of students, but also with mem-
bers of the community needing service," said Nichols-Whitehead, 
assistant professor of psychology. "They research needs, anticipate argu-
ments and other perspectives, and compile the materials necessary to 
seek a grant. " 
One group, Danielle DeWitt, Lorie Burkett, Lindsay Hall and Tara 
Stuive, chose to work with the Jenison Public Schools Autism Program. 
DeWitt had completed an internship there. 
"A little boy I had babysat for two-and-a-half years began attending the 
Jenison preschool autism program about the same time my class was 
selecting an organization in need," she said. "I wanted to help him in 
anyway that I could and saw thi s as an opportunity." 
Her group visited the classroom, met some of the students and talked 
with Greg Morris, director of Special Education for Jenison Public 
Schools. He told them of their 
hopes for a lending library and 
a lending locker of supplies. 
"Parents of ch ildren with 
autism are bombarded with 
much false information and 
advertising claims for prod-
ucts that may or may not help 
their child," he said. "We have 
wanted to provide a library 
of accurate information and 
a locker of sensory items that 
have proven helpfu l for some 
chi ldren." 
De Witt's group spent the 
semester researching autism, 
and then completed a grant 
he could submit to the 
Southeast Ottawa Community 
Foundation. While not every-
thing on their list was funded , 
the grant did cover $625 worth 
of books and activity items. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Danielle DeWitt has babysat for Sam 
Koets since he was an infant. De Witt 's 
psychology class helped Jenison Public 
Schools receive grant funds for its 
autism program. 
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Across Campus 
Biology professor 
nominated for 
top state award 
Mark Luttenton, professor of biology in the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, has 
been nominated for the 
Presidents Council 2007 
Michigan Distingui shed 
Professor of the Year 
Award. The program 
recognizes the outstand-
ing contributions to 
undergraduate education 
made by key facu lty 
from Michigan's 15 
public universities. 
Each institution nomi-
Mark Luttenton 
nates one facu lty member annually for the 
award. A selection committee of representa-
tives from five Presidents Counci l universities 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
will then select three faculty to receive the 
award. 
An awards ceremony in April will recognize 
all nominated facu lty and announce the three 
Michigan honorees. Each nominee will receive 
a special Presidents Council plaque and a 
$3,000 cash award , funded by the Presidents 
Council. 
Provost Gayle R. Davis credited Luttenton 
with thoroughly engaging students, even those 
for whom science may not previously have 
held much interest. 
"He is famous for his energy, creativity and 
innovation, using the field to inspire under-
graduates to learn how to think, establi sh their 
own priorities and reach beyond the limitations 
of their experience to achieve excellence," said 
Davis. 
Luttenton was also recognized for integrating 
his teaching with his research and involving, 
mentoring and motivating undergraduates as 
partners with him in various research projects. 
Luttenton, who has been a member of the 
Grand Valley facu lty since 1989, received the 
Outstanding Educator Award at the spring 
commencement ceremony. 
College of Education 
offers new specialist 
degree 
A new degree offered at Grand Valley centers 
on district leadership and offers expertise 
beyond the master's level for more responsible 
roles in education. 
The Education Specialist Degree in 
Leadership, housed in the College of 
continues on page 2 
2 Forum I February 12, 2007 
Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Education, builds on the master's programs and expands understanding 
and perspectives to prepare candidates to take K-12 district leadership 
positions, such as assistant superintendents, curriculum directors or super-
intendents. 
"This degree addresses the needs of building leaders interested in district 
positions who are not ready to pursue a doctorate," said John Shinsky, 
associate professor of education. "This program is designed to fill in the 
gap in our existing curriculum for those interested in advancement and a 
route to district leadership roles." 
The degree program consists of 30 credits composed of 10 three-credit 
courses. It targets seven areas including educational leadership, instructional 
and curriculum leadership, educational management, organizational and 
community relations, professionalism in leadership, leadership practices, 
and educational leadership in a complex state, national and world context. 
Tips to help lower cost of course materials 
Faculty members can play a key role in lowering the cost of course mate-
rials for students , according to University Bookstore staff. 
"Receiving book orders early allows the bookstore to acquire as many 
used books as possible and gives students top dollar during buyback," said 
Tony Glaab, UBS associate manager. 
Spring and summer textbook orders are due to the bookstore on or before 
February 23. Orders for fall semester are due March 23. 
University Bookstore also asks faculty members to designate if they plan 
to use coursepacks on the online requisition form. Coursepack originals 
should be submitted to UBS-Allendale or UBS-De Vos at least one month 
before the beginning of the semester for copyright inspection and to 
ensure they are available as early as possible for students. 
UBS will start returning unsold winter semester textbooks to publishers in 
late February to begin preparation for the Spring/Summer semester. 
Faculty members with questions can contact Glaab at x 12454 or glaabt@ 
gvsu.edu, or Ritch Bentley (UBS-De Vos) at x16647 or bentlrit@gvsu.edu. 
Training sessions offered 
for Banner Student system 
The Information Technology Department is offering training sessions for 
the new Banner Student system, which will be used to register students for 
the fall and winter semester classes. 
To sign up for a training, visit www.gvsu.edu/it/training, log on with 
network account and password, then click on "Sign Up for Classes." 
Banner Student training sessions are offered for Web Self Service 
Admissions, Scheduling/Catalog/Events, and Records . Questions ~an be 
sent to banner@gvsu.edu. 
Morse named to international association 
A Grand Valley professor in the School of 
Communications was elected vice president of the 
Association Internationale du Film d ' Animation, an orga-
nization affiliated with the United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organization. 
Deanna Morse, an animation artist and director for more 
than 35 years, will serve as ASIFA vice president for 
hr Deanna Morse t ee years. Founded in 1960 in France, the organization 
has 30 chapters around the world. Its goal is to promote cultural exchange 
through the art of animation and encourage international peace and uni-
versal respect by promoting collaboration among nations. 
continues on page 3 
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GVFaces 
David Weinstock 
assistant professor of 
communications 
The moment he saw his name next to an article he 
had written, it was love at first sight. 
Now, after more than 28 years of experience in jour-
nalism, David Weinstock joins Grand Valley's fac-
ulty as assistant professor of communications. 
"I can honestl y say I love journalism more than any-
thing else in my life," he said. 
His first article was published in 1980 in 
Pennsylvania Farmer. The oldest of 10 children, 
Weinstock grew up on a small farm located about 10 
miles west of Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. 
"It was a great place to grow up," he said. "Our barn 
was used as a hospital for Revolutionary War sol-
diers and there was a Revolutionary War cemetery 
located 100 yards west of it." 
Weinstock earned a bachelor 's degree in advertising 
at Pennsylvania State University. He worked for a 
public interest group in Harrisburg as a lobbyist and 
public relations director, but discovered he didn 't 
enjoy the work. 
"I wanted to be a crusader; I wanted to get involved 
in advocacy journalism instead," he said. 
Three years later, 
he left Harrisburg 
for Michigan to 
work in Lansing 
for Michigan 
Farmer maga-
zine. In 1991 , he 
was laid off and 
began working 
as a freelance David Weinstock 
journalist. It 's 
something he continues to do today, writing for trade 
publications about information technology, electrical 
contracting and landscaping. 
Weinstock earned a doctorate in mass media from 
Michigan State University and has taught journalism 
at Central Michigan University. 
He said he 's eager to help Grand Valley's journalism 
students get internships at newspapers around the 
state. 
"If I 'm a teacher, it 's my job to make sure nothing 
but the best goes out our door," Weinstock said. 'Tm 
here to help our students find the next level. I'm 
impressed with GVSU students; they respond well to 
challenges." 
He also enjoys outdoor activities like fishing , kayak-
ing, or skiing. "It's fun to be my age and still get a 
kick out of life," he said. "I'm feeling pretty lucky 
about everything." 
What's Ahead 
File photo 
Three performances of the ' Vagina 
Monologues' will be staged at the PAC and at 
Wealthy Theatre. 
'Vagina Monologues' 
benefit women's 
organizations 
Continuing a popular tradition, Grand Valley 
students, facu lty and staff members will present 
three performances of Eve Ensler 's "The Vagina 
Monologues" in Allendale and at Wealthy 
Theatre in Grand Rapids. 
Now in its sixth year as a GVSU production, 
more than 50 cast members are involved in 
Ensler's Obie Award-winning play. Actors will 
talk frankly about their bodies, their sexuality 
and, for some, their experiences with violence. 
Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit the Grand 
Rapids YWCA, Center for Women in Transition 
in Holland and GVSU's Women's Center. Last 
year, more than $12,000 was raised. 
Performances are February 14, 7:30 p.m. , in 
the Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts 
Center on the Allendale Campus; February 16, 
7:30 p.m. at Wealthy Theatre, 1130 Wealthy St. 
in Grand Rapids; and February 18, 2 p.m., at 
Wealthy Theatre. The production is sponsored 
by GVSU's Women's Center and funded by the 
Nokomis Foundation. 
Tickets are $20 and $10 for students. They are 
available at the Kirkhof Center (20/20 Desk), 
De Vos Center Student Services (101B) and 
the Box Office in the Performing Arts Center. 
Tickets can also be purchased at Meijer loca-
tions or by calling StarTickets Plus at (800) 
585-3737 or visiting www.starticketsplus.com. 
This year for the first time on Grand Valley's 
campus, men will be incorporated in V-Day 
activities. Kiersten Schulte, one of the student 
organizers, said men will staff information 
tables in the Kirkhof Center and pass out white 
ribbons in an effort to stop rape and other 
violent crimes against women and children. 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
"I am very excited to have been selected as a 
member of the executive board," said Morse, 
who came to Grand Valley in 1979. "This is a 
well-established and globally important organi-
zation." 
GVSU talent spotlighted 
in 'Four Seasons' 
A unique interpretation of Vivaldi's "The 
Four Seasons" performed at the Grand Rapids 
Symphony's upcoming concert will include a 
jazz arrangement composed by Kurt Ellenberger 
and performed by his trio. 
Ellenberger, associate professor of music, was 
commissioned by the symphony to arrange the 
jazz score. Associate Conductor John Varineau 
wi ll lead the concerts. A performance by the 
Grand Rapids Ballet, directed by Gordon Peirce 
Schmidt, is also included in this artistic collabo-
ration , scheduled for 
Friday and Saturday, 
February 16 and 17, 
at 8 p.m. in DeVos 
Performance Hall. A 
pre-concert conversa-
tion begins at 7 p.m. 
Though jazz perfor-
mances of classical 
music are rare, they 
are not unprec-
edented. Two of the 
best known are Duke 
Ellington's version 
of Tchaikovsky's 
"Nutcracker Suite" 
and Stan Kenton's 
Kurt Ellenberger 
and his jazz trio will 
perform the 'Four 
Seasons' at two GRSO 
concerts. 
interpretation of Wagner's "Ride of the 
Valkyries." Ellenberger has arranged similar 
works, including a version of Hindemith's 
"Nobilissima Visione" for jazz trio. 
"Of course, it is impossible to take string 
music and play it literally on the piano," said 
Ellenberger, "But, Vivaldi's score is so full of 
interesting and colorful commentary that helps 
to explain his musical intent. My job was to 
carry this intent over into a new format while 
remaining true to both. Vivaldi certainly gave 
me lots of material to work with - his mar-
velous sense of melody, harmony, and rhythm 
are very conducive to a modem improvisatory 
ensemble." 
Ellenberger has spent much of the past year 
working on the score for the jazz trio. He plays 
piano, joined by GVSU faculty Tim Froncek 
on drums and bassist Rob Hartman, a former 
GVSU faculty member. 
The first concerto, "Spring," will be performed 
in pure Vivaldi style featuring the symphony's 
violinist Eric Tanner, also an artist-faculty 
member at Grand Valley. "Summer" brings the 
jazz trio into the spotlight, playing without the 
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orchestra. Tanner returns with the violin for 
"Fall," joined by the full orchestra for the fourth 
and final concerto, "Winter." 
Tickets range from $11 to $58 and can be 
purchased by calling Ticketmaster at 616/456-
3333, online at ticketmaster.com or in person at 
the GRSO office, open 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, 300 Ottawa NW, Suite 100. For 
more information see www.grsymphony.org. 
Caro visits Ford Museum 
for President's Day 
Two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author Robert 
A. Caro will be in Grand Rapids for President's 
Day to discuss his forthcoming book, The 
Presidency: The Years of Lyndon Johnson. It's 
the final volume in his four part biography of 
LBJ. 
The event is sponsored by Grand Valley's 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies, the 
Gerald R. Ford Foundation and the Gerald R. 
Ford Presidential Library & Museum. 
Caro will speak Tuesday, February 20, at 7:30 
p.m. at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Museum 
Auditorium in downtown Grand Rapids. 
For his works on Robert Moses and Lyndon 
Johnson, Caro has twice won the Pulitzer Prize 
for Biography and twice won the National Book 
Critics Circle Award for Best Nonfiction Book 
of the Year. 
For more information, contact the Hauenstein 
Center at xl2770 or visit www.allpresidents.org. 
CLAS to hold 
research colloquium 
The second CLAS Faculty Research 
Colloquium of the semester is set for Thursday, 
February 22, in Padnos Hall, room 308. 
Refreshments will begin at 2:30 p.m., followed 
at 3 p.m. by 15-rninute presentations and brief 
discussions. 
Speakers include Sheila A. Blackman (biology) 
on plant cell suspension cultures; Jim Penn 
(geography) on a tree planting program in the 
Peruvian Amazon; Joe Jacquot (biology) on the 
response of native herbivores to an invasive 
plant; Wolfgang Friedlmeier (psychology) on 
emotional displays; and Tim Penning (com-
munications) on exploring gender differences in 
competition. 
···-------------------------
Morse has served for 17 years on the Midwest 
Chapter board and six years on the international 
board. She arranged to bring ASIFA President 
Sayoko Kinoshita from Japan, to Grand Valley 
as a guest artist last fall, when she presented a 
program "Animations for Peace." 
This past summer, Morse participated in an 
international ASIFA project that connected 
young animators around the globe in a group 
production that premiered in Hiroshima, Japan, 
last August. Her section was created by Grand 
Rapids teens in a unique collaboration between 
Grand Valley and the West Michigan Center for 
Arts and Technology. 
••• 
4 Forum I February 12, 2007 
ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through March 21 
Gallery Hours: Exhibition. "Them: Images of 
Separation." 1121 PAC. Call xl2564 for more 
information. 
Mon., Feb. 12 
Noon: Guest Artist Series. Bill Corrothers, jazz 
piano. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall , 
PAC. Call xl3484 for more information. 
Noon: History Colloquium. "Teaching 
Social Studies in Michigan and Kansas : A 
Comparative Study," by Dick Cooley. 1111 
MAK. Call x13298 for more information. 
1 p.m.: Remembering the Crossings Lecture. 
"Disposable People: New Slavery in the 
Global Economy," by Kevin Bales. CDC. Call 
x 13298 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. My Body, 
My Self: Body Image and Self-Esteem 
Seminar. 204 STU. Call xl3266 for more 
information. 
6 p.m.: Asian Pacific Heritage Event. Asian 
Adoptee Journey. 215/216 KC. Call xl2177 
for more information. 
8 p.m.: Jazz Orchestra Concert. LAT, PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information. 
Tues., Feb. 13 
Noon: GVSU Alzheimer 's Support Group. 
242 KC. Call xl801 l for more information. 
Noon: Asian Pacific Heritage Event. Diversity 
Theater: "Inside the Model Minority." CDC. 
Call x 12177 for more information. 
Wed., Feb. 14 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call x12204 for more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Bill Sears Quartet. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Noon: Positive Black Women Valentine 's 
Luncheon. 204 KC. Call x 12233 for more 
information. 
2 p.m.: African/African American Perspectives 
Lecture. "Rescuing History from the Nation," 
by Richard Yidana. 215/216 KC. Call x18110 
for more information. 
3 p.m.: Counseling Center Seminar. African-
American Women: A Support Group for 
Sisters. 204 STU. Call xl3266 for informa-
tion . 
7:30 p.m.: "Vagina Monologues." LAT, PAC. 
Call x12748 for more information. 
Thurs., Feb. 15 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
Room varies . Call 361-5227 ext. 31. 
10 a. m.-4 p.m.: Study Abroad Fair. HRY. Call 
xl3898 for more information. 
Noon: Asian Pacific Heritage Event. Panel 
Discussion: "We the People." 215/216 KC. 
Call x 12177 for more information. 
3 p.m.: AWRI Environmental Seminar. 
"Metacommunity Dynamics of Fishes," 
by Joel Trexler. Lake Michigan Center, 
Muskegon. Call xl 3749 for more information. 
4 p.m.: Exhibition Lecture for "Them: Images of 
Separation." 250 KC. Call x12564 for more 
information. 
4:30 p.m.: Thursday's w/U. UCiub room, DEV. 
Call x 16620 for more information. 
VENTS 
5 p.m.: Opening Reception for "Them: Images of 
Separation." 1121 PAC. Call xl2564 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: GVSU Writers Series. Kristin Gore. LAT, 
PAC. Call xl3190 for more information. 
Fri., Feb. 16 
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. : Conference: "The Art and 
Science of Aging: Creativity, Growth, and 
Social Transformation 20/20." DEV. For more 
information, call xl 7105. 
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
"Building Effective Administrative Skills." 
204 KC. Call xl2215 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Black History Month Event. "Blues from 
the Motor City." Loosemore Auditorium, 
DEV. Call x 12177 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: "Vagina Monologues." Wealthy Street 
Theatre, Grand Rapids. 
Sun., Feb. 18 
2 p.m. : "Vagina Monologues." Wealthy Street 
Theatre, Grand Rapids. 
3 p.m.: Music Department Concert. 16th Annual 
High School Honors Band. LAT, PAC. Call 
x 13484 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Concert Band Performance. LAT, PAC. 
Call x13484 for more information. 
Sports 
Sat., Feb. 17 
6 & 8 p.m.: Women 's and Men 's basketball host 
Hillsdale College. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Marlene Kowalski-Braun, director of the 
Women's Center, was interviewed by WOOD-
TV Channel 8 for a story about the center's 
Indulge in a Cause event. 
Sketches 
George Klay Kieh Jr., professor of political 
science and African/ African American Studies, 
will give a presentation, "Ethnically Motivated 
Terrorism in Africa," at a U.S . State Department 
conference, Radical Islam and Terrorism in 
Africa, in Virginia. 
Charlene Beckmann, professor of mathematics , 
co-presented a session, "Enhancing Secondary 
Teachers' Understanding of Functions," at the 
Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators 
11th Annual Conference in Irvine, California. 
Mathematics faculty members Esther Billings 
and Pam Wells gave a presentation, "Using 
Reform-Based Curricula to Deepen Prospective 
Elementary School Teachers ' Content," at the 
Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators 
11th Annual Conference in Irvine, California. 
Mathematics faculty members Esther Billings, 
David Coffey and John Golden gave a pre-
sentation, "Professional Development from the 
Perspective of a Community of Practice," at the 
Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators 
11th Annual Conference in Irvine, California. 
Mathematics faculty members Ed Aboufadel 
and Rebecca Walker participated in a panel, 
"Evolution of a Mathematics Capstone Course 
for High School Teachers as Recommended 
in the MET Report," at the Association of 
Mathematics Teacher Educators 11th Annual 
Conference in Irvine, California. 
Matthew Wyneken, associate professor of 
mathematics, gave a presentation, "Lesson Study 
for Preservice Teachers: The Westwood Heights 
Initiative," at the Association of Mathematics 
Teacher Educators 11th Annual Conference in 
Irvine, California. 
